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Formadur utanrikismalanefndar
Arni Pér Sigurdsson alpingismadur
Alpingi vid Austurvéll

Reykjavik, 16. febraar 2009.

Skrifstofu forseta barst pann 13. febrtar sidastlidinn bréf Stigs
Stefanssonar, deildarstjora alpjédanefnda 4 skrifstofu Alpingis. I bréfinu
kemur fram bod formanns utanrikismalanefndar, Arna Pérs Sigurdssonar
alpingismanns, til skrifstofu forseta um ad gera athugasemdir vid eda {
framhaldi af minnisbladi ,,utanrikispjénustunnar vegna greinar Financial
Times Deutschland 10. febriar um ummeli forseta Islands®. Adur hafsi
formadur utanrikismalanefndar nefnt i tilkynningu sinni til fj6lmidla
bann 11. febraar ad forsetaembazettinu yrdi ,.einnig gefinn kostur 4 ad
koma sj6narmidum sinum 4 framfzeri vid nefndina i umreeddu mali. «

Skrifstofa forseta vill taka eftirfarandi fram:

Frasogn byska vidskiptabladsins Financial Times Deutschland af
vidtali vid forseta {slands sem teki® var 4 Bessast68um kom forseta mjog
a Ovart pegar pad birtist 10. febraar sidastlidinn. Vidtalid og fyrirségn
bess gaf hvorki rétta mynd af samredunum né afstsdu forsetans. Um leid
og essar fréttir barust um morguninn, héfst skrifstofa forseta {slands
handa vid a0 leidrétta pessa frasdgn og sendi forseti pyskum fjolmidlum
eftirfarandi yfirlysingu i pvi skyni:

»STATEMENT
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF ICELAND

Following a misleading report of an interview with the President of
Iceland Olafur Ragnar Grimsson in the Financial Times Deutschland the
President wants to emphasize that in his discussion with the reporter, he pointed
out that there was a clear and strong will to honour the commitments of
Icelandic financial institutions in other countries as had been demonstrated a few
days earlier when it was declared that the depositors of Kaupthing in Austria,
Norway and Finland were to be fully compensated. It was, however, important
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that people in other countries, including our friends in Germany, would
appreciate that the people of Iceland, ordinary citizens, families, pensioners and
others had suffered great financial losses. It was a misleading view, held by
some in other countries, that the citizens of Iceland would be compensated fully
while people in other countries would suffer losses. The President said that it
would take time to work through these difficulties but that the results in Austria
Norway and Finland clearly demonstrated, that the Icelandic authorities and

institutions were trying to do their best, in accordance with earlier statements
made by the authorities and the banks.

>

In addition, the President emphasized in the interview that the existing
European banking regulatory framework allows banks to operate across the
European market, whereas regulatory bodies are restricted by national
boundaries. In a much needed reform of the European financial system it would
be important to correct this imperfection.

10 February 2009.

[ framhaldi af bessu reddi forseti vid fulltria nokkurra pyskra
fj6lmidla og fréttaveitna og kom par 4 framferi sému upplysingum og i
framangreindri yfirlysingu. Jafnframt raddi hann vid islenska fréttamenn.

Pess ma geta ad samdaegurs reeddi forseti vid forsztisradherra og
vidskiptarddherra vardandi vidbrogd vid pessum ranga fréttaflutningi.

Einnig haf8i skrifstofa forseta [slands samrad vid utanrikisraduneytid um
viobrogo.

Forseti Islands hefur 4 undanformum 4rum rett vid fijolmarga
fréttamenn fra bl6dum, timaritum, stjénvarpsstédvum, utvarpsstédvum og
netmidlum vida ad Ur versldinni. Pau samskipti hafa nzr 611 verid edlileg
og endurspeglad fagleg og heidarleg vinnubrogd. Rangfeerslur af pvi tagi
sem einkenndu fréttaflutning Financial Times Deutschland eru sem betur
fer undantekning fra peirri meginreglu sem einkennt hefur samskipti
forseta og fj6lmidla badi i tid nliverandi og fyrrverandi

forsetaritari
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