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Your Excellency President Felipe Calderén,
Madam Margarita Zavala,
Distinguished gathering.

My arrival here today marks a new era in our cooperatiah,| am
deeply honoured to be the first President of Iceland to aon@e State
Visit to Mexico, a country which for decades has been cmseytheart,
the home of so many friends and inspiring partners.

The productive cooperation | enjoyed with many distinguished
leaders of your country taught me in my younger years howagewand
imagination can pave the way to lasting solutions, halodue and
concrete actions can produce results.

Hence my journey is, in a sense, a thanksgiving to my Maxic
mentors, to the culture and the spirit of this great natiohta the people
of Mexico, who have enlightened my soul and enriched my exmerie

My visit also carries a message of how our countries nmost she
world a new way forward, how to deal with the greatesliehge of our
times: the imminent threat of disastrous and irreversibinate change.

Due to the Gulf Stream, Mexico and Iceland are closely dinke
this endeavor, but both are also blessed with rich natsalrces that
give us the potential to transform our energy systems.



Iceland has shown how a country can create a compreheteave c
energy economy. Now we have come to offer Mexico our pastiie
technology, and experience, proving that a clean energyefaéur be
both a vision and a reality.

We have also come to offer help in harnessing the rishofethe
ocean, in strengthening a sustainable and rewarding fishotmy s the
coastal regions of your magnificent country, thus promotingvikie
being and the prosperity of the Mexican people.

We have come to enjoy your creative culture, to marvgbar
unique historical heritage and to learn how you make scemte
technology serve the quest for further progress.

To be inspired by Mexico has always for me been a grealege,
and it is thus with humility and gratitude in my soul thttank you for
your warm welcome. In the coming days we will, | hopeness how the
strength of our friendship can lay the foundations of pctide
cooperation in the years to come.



