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My fellow countrymen

My wife and | wish you a Happy New Year, and hope thatftiture
will prove favourable for us in Iceland, even thougéréhare some
unsettling storm-clouds on the horizon and the weatheranage for
the worse.

Living at Bessastadir, we are reminded every day thattthggle
against adversity has long been part of life in logtlAhen Jonas
Hallgrimsson went to his lessons in the schoolroom hetbeoather side
of the wall, sleeping in the loft and wrestling outhe fields, Iceland had
no rights at all: it was a colony, totally dependent on adorpower;
there seemed no prospect of this ever changing.

Travellers from abroad were amazed to find the schoolbergs h
dirty, lodged in rooms with hay on the floor, their dietsisting of poor
guality fish, half-dried in the wind.

Yet, it was in these unprepossessing conditions thatetiing for
freedom was born and developed, the yearning that inspeegtolip
known as the Fjolnismenn and other leaders, enabling th&nartoh the
independence struggle that eventually ended in victory.

A few weeks ago we celebrated the 200th anniversary ofirtmecth
Jonas Hallgrimsson. The celebrations gave us an opportamigall how
his life’s work and achievements can be seen as summaaisthg
foreshadowing the most important challenges that we musirdabe
years ahead.

For us today, Jonas Hallgrimsson is still a pioneer figewen
though nearly two centuries have passed since the daysatfildisood in
Oxnadalur. He showed us how a nation’s culture can heratst fertile
when harnessing the currents flowing in the world @fdahe was a



standard-bearer for the Icelandic language, creating eremstinspired by
the heritage of past centuries; as an active sdidmistrove to make his
knowledge available to the ordinary public; he wasvail of nature and a
campaigner for progress who, with his poetry, wove unbreak#ialeds

in the fabric of our national consciousness.

It is a special privilege, in times of rapid change, table to turn to
the legacy of such a man for inspiration and guidanet@find
answers, with his help, to the most urgent questiowsiohew century.

Those who doubt that our universities or leading companiebavill
able to go on using Icelandic for their day-to-day purpcses say that
this is time for English or some other international langusaigeuld stop
and recall how Jonas Hallgrimsson used his mother tongptiring
concepts in science and technology with brilliant linguistirovations
that now come to us so automatically that most of e@sarprised to learn
that they are in fact Jonas’s gift to us, his remirndat Icelandic can be
used for any purpose, that our language contains all thercesou
necessary for new development and that our laziness or panter
fashion are the only excuses for yielding the palm to English

Jonas Hallgrimsson’s example also shows us how a knoevkatt)
experience of other nations and cultures can be of bendiftime, and
how close contact with international trends and cusrean lay the
foundation for domestic progress and growth, rescuing us $tagnation
and giving us the means to forge ahead to new achievements.

There have been certain periods of progress and developmuant |
history, for example the time of the campaign for indeleece, the Saga
centuries or the past few decades, which show us thahdicptaspers
most when we combine the cultivation of our heritagé an active
process of learning from the experience of others, selettngthe best
that the world has to offer — in short, when we are birens of the
world and true to our own roots.

There is a parallel between the age in which we Ihge Bnas
Hallgrimsson'’s life: we too are engaged in a struggle fdependence,
one that is likely to intensify in the future.

The struggle for independence in which we find ourselves today
stems from the revolutions that have transformedaautd, opening up
countries and continents and giving new generations the cbance
choosing where they live. In past times, it could be assunagahrtost
people would live the rest of their lives in the coustimhere they were
born, but now there is no such certainty. If better prosgeetsn offer



somewhere else, people simply move away. Never befereymaing
people in our part of the world had the whole globe as ph&yground.

In all countries, leaders must now win the confidence @f ffloung
citizens and convince the rising generations that teevieay to prosperity
IS to remain loyal to their native land.

Up to now, Iceland has been lucky in this respect. Our ypaengle
go abroad for training and experience, but they come backna s
countries the picture is different. | saw this cleanymy visit to Romania
last year, and have heard it in conversations wittielesaof other nations.

Most countries in Central and Eastern Europe, where émolgsof
young people have chosen to emigrate each year, are nowdidatid to
win their minds and hearts. Romania has lost nearfyahaillion in
emigration to Italy alone, and the exodus of people ftwrBaltic States
IS a growing problem.

Frequently on my travels | have been asked for ided®wrio deal
with this problem. The President of Romania asked me: “Howou
manage to keep your young people in Iceland?”

To guarantee the members of the new generation a prosdatare
in their own country is, in effect, the independenceggte of our time,
the key challenge to the government and the economy. Wisluccess in
this struggle, nations will suffer serious setbacks ardifidifficult to
make progress and guarantee a basis for good standandagf li

Our young generation is the first in which everyone, bath and
women, are able to choose the country they want to livanstitutions,
parliaments and governments are powerless to offer angrgeas that
will decide the issue. Now, it is the individual citieevho has the power
of decision and judges for himself where life is bastjegal or economic
bonds can hold back those who wish to establish themselvewim a
country.

Even though it may seem natural to us to assume thgboug
people will live here — perhaps because the love of ourtgotinat we
inherited from Jonas Hallgrimsson and the Fjolnismestilistrong in
our hearts — the experience of other nations shows uthta is fierce
competition for the loyalty of the younger generation®ale now
entering the arena.

Fortunately, Iceland has been highly successful in creating
conditions in which young people are able to combine theisrat home
with careers in the world at large, but it is by no nsea foregone
conclusion that this will continue.



A key factor in this success has been our extensiveatienal
involvement in business, the sciences, culture andrtbeTdis has given
thousands of our people the opportunity to use their talentscarela
results that have brought benefit to the whole nation.

In their way, these ventures are one of the most itapbreasons for
Iceland’s strong position in the independence struggle we fabésinew
century. They have played a major role in building upprasent
strength, a proof of what can be done and a source of prideif young
people when they are asked whether they believe in adity and
future prospects of their country.

The new generation of scientists and other experts ngikithe
sophisticated environment of our universities and reseastitutes have
found ways of contributing to the growth of knowledge inwweld at
large.

The ever-growing interest in Iceland’s culture, literatane other
arts abroad has given our young people an additional inedotdevote
their energies to artistic careers.

The results achieved by Icelandic banks and other compdiniesia
the world have created a new forum for our businessmeégraduates
who have trained in finance and business administratianiwrersities
abroad.

In the same way, the export of skills in the energyosezan, if we
play our cards aright, make a major contribution to Icelapd&tion and
give young people with an interest in geology, the nhtmances,
engineering and technical disciplines a wide range of oppadsimd put
their knowledge to work. And at the same time, we ap bther nations
to harness clean energy sources, so making an impootatnibeition
towards the effort to combat climate change. In this wagaveplay a
vital role in meeting the most urgent challenge of outury.

It has been a privilege for me to be able to be of som&tasse in
this campaign on so many fronts, and to help to open up opporsuoitie
our young people.

Initially, the office of the President of Iceland waasymbol of the
victory of a poor nation. Perhaps one of its most importaasrin the
present age is to be of assistance in the new indepenstenggle, to
help young people to tackle the challenges of the futarepsvincing our
rising generation that the best alternative is to hb®e native country as
their theatre of operations and to base their homes amtiefa here in
Iceland.



It has been a source of deep satisfaction and pleasureftr have
worked with you on these projects, and | shall alwaysisiné¢ne
confidence and trust that the Icelandic nation has smarf, in the year
ahead, it is the will of the Icelandic people thatdsld continue to
shoulder these responsibilities, then | am willing to doA$ohe same
time, however, | am well aware that the office of Bresident of Iceland
entails deep obligations, which no one can fulfil withitnet firm
conviction that he enjoys the confidence of the nation.

Although our future prospects are perhaps now more uncedmntain t
has often been the case, with signs of stormy weattead, as |
mentioned earlier, both in the global economy and heresland, we
shall continue on our path with optimism, striving to presexur unity
and not to lose sight of the most important things, theviadaés that can
give each and every individual satisfaction in life.

The race for wealth and material possessions has iiog §me been
the characteristic feature of the present age. VitHilas yielded many
good results, thousands of people still bear the burdewoivhges,
many are still caught in the poverty trap and it is atithatter of urgency
to “weave the fabric of our welfare system so tightlyaaguarantee
everyone secure shelter,” as | put it in my New Yeddr&ss a few years
ago.

At times, the resilience of our economy has seeméx talmost
beyond belief. Now, however, there are indications tleskould rein in
our expectations, pause and consider carefully where oysrieaties
lie.

Do they lie in getting and spending material wealthndhe time we
spend with our families, the satisfaction that childseing their parents
and the joy we feel when we know that our loved onesi@aéthy and

happy?

To answer this question, we could do worse than to corsider
comment made by a boy on the Drug Prevention Day. idatsaould be
better for people to buy smaller flats, since parents wiwld hot have to
work so much and families could spend more time together.

This angle on life is a valuable reminder to us all, fedstame
applies to the answers given by other children on the Bregention
Day. They did not ask for material comforts, the lag@stgets or
computer games; they asked for the company of their {saithe joy that
everyone can find in everyday things, the pleasure ofrghgood
moments together. We should listen to these young peogleearember
what it is that they value most.



Perhaps the time has come for us to slow down, to foais ag
moderation and other virtues that are based on human values.

Though we Icelanders have at times been lavish spenddrthia
has done much to power our economy, it may prove sensitie years
ahead to change course, to make saving a priority, to makplidisand
thrift our watchwords and to go on using things that alldrsperfectly
good order instead of constantly buying new ones to replace th

We have certainly achieved impressive economic resulteland,
but overspending is the weak link in the chain. If we aenture stability
for our people, we must proceed with caution.

We must establish respect for the values that servéaagpiidelines
for our grandparents, the generation that raised Icétandpoverty to
affluence.

Such a system of values will be essential if Icelarid ntinue on
the winning side and the independence struggle of the new gestor
turn out well, like the adventure that began when theager from
Oxnadalur, who was at school here at Bessastadir, wetntsend his
countrymen words of inspiration and encouragement frope@Ghagen
and earned his place as the first modern voice in Icelgaetry.

It is in his spirit that we will meet new currents kaut fear,
consolidating our roots and being faithful to our origins.



