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Kera Vigdis,
Distinguished scholars and cultural leaders,
Agetu radstefnugestir

Menningin og tungan, raektun lands og 1y0s voru stefin sem tidum
hljomudu pegar Vigdis a forsetastoli flutti pjodinni bodskap sinn.

Efnividurinn var jafhan sottur i sogur og skaldskap, reynslu og
arfleifd kynslodanna, en einnig i nyraekt 4 akri hinna ungu, baekur
hofunda sem bera svipmot nyrra tima. Vigdis leitadi vidar fanga, naut
pekkingar sinnar & menningu norr@nna pjoda og hve heimavon hin var
og er & franskri grundu; og reyndar einnig annars stadar i verdldinni.

Hun sameinar a einstakan hatt islenskar retur og hugarflug
heimsborgarans, skilur betur en flestir adrir ad dhrif ur 6likum attum leida
oft til nyskdpunar, ad menningin ber fegurst blom pegar samneytid vid
adra er 0flugt og sterkt.

Hvad er okkar — hvad hinna? bad er su spurning sem visar veginn ad
bodskapnum i lifsstarfi Vigdisar og pvi er vel vid hefi ad heidra hana &
timamotum med pvi ad efna hér til Dialogue of Cultures, alpjodlegrar
radstefnu um fjolpaetta floru menningar og tungumala, um hve samofin
tungan er sjalfsvitund pj6da, hve gifurlegt tjon pad er pegar samfélog,
sma en med merka s0gu, tyna tungu sinni.

We welcome here today a distinguished gathering of scholars and
cultural leaders, representatives from near and afar who have assembled
in Iceland to participate in a Dialogue of Cultures and to honour our



beloved Vigdis for her outstanding contributions to the dialogue between
nations, between communities, large and small, honour her for her vision,
for her understanding that in cultural diversity resides the spirit which
enables humankind to reach for the stars, to achieve the impossible, to
journey where no one has trodden.

Without the cultural diversity of nations the earth would certainly be
a boring place, our lives filled with dullness and repetition. Through the
experience of different cultures our being is enriched, we gain a poetic
spirit which inspires our endeavours.

There is a tendency in our times to make largeness the essence of
our existence, to assume that the greater the scope the more impressive
the results, the larger the market the more pronounced the progress, the
bigger the company the greater the profit.

We tend to forget that the excellence created in ancient times was
the product of communities that were small by our standards. Classical
Athens and classical Rome were similar in size to Iceland in our day.
Renaissance Florence and Venice were also equally small when their
cultural creativity gave us many of the greatest treasures of the western
world.

Iceland in medieval times was populated by only sixty thousand
people but that was the era which gave us the sagas and remarkable
poems, the foundation of the cultural identity through which we gained
independence, the legacy which provides our modernity with a profound
meaning.

These are the yardsticks by which we should measure, by which we
should judge. They are historical examples which prove that small
communities have indeed given the world the essence of our culture:

Democracy by classical Athens
Rule of law by classical Rome
Arts by renaissance Florence
Literature by medieval Iceland

When we journey throughout the modern world and witness the
threats to cultural and linguistic diversity we should gather inspiration
and encouragement from these examples, from the proof that smallness
can indeed be the foundation of greatness, that without the dialogue of
different cultures our humanity would be starved of its spirit.

It is difficult to find a person who symbolises this better than Vigdis,
who proves by her contributions in many different fields how diverse



cultural experiences can strengthen our roots and give our life an
enormous fulfilment.

Throughout her presidency Vigdis carried that vision to different
places, was a messenger as well as a visionary, an initiator as well as a
pathbreaker.

The people of Iceland are deeply grateful for her contributions,
honoured to have made her the first woman in world history to be voted
head of state in a general election. Fascinated by how she has continued
to create new endeavours, to bring people together.

The conference which we open here today is certainly inspired by
her message and I am sure the deliberations and the discussions will — as
she would wish — be both lively in spirit and substantial in content.

Kera Vigdis.

Vid 6skum pér til hamingju med afmelid og pessa merku og
spennandi radstefnu. {slendingar samfagna pér innilega 4 pessum
timamotum og pakka framlag pitt, einstaeedan patt i pjodarsogu, pakka
fyrir gjafirnar sem pu hefur fert pjédinni 4 godum stundum, pakka
hvatningarordin sem jafnan hafa fylgt.

Lif pitt hefur verid litrikt @vintyri og mikil forréttindi ad hafa fengio
a0 taka patt 1 pvi med pér.
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