
His Excellency.
Mr. Jiang Zemtn,

il:tffi;?;f tht Ptoplt's Republic of china'

Beijing.
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-1" +Lo +ienrlshio and respef,shown towards me and the

,1-.:;$t'*.'1.$lffii*nillii5.i"#,,:f,mn:#"'
Kornelius ,rrr"*irill; ri-n,rt i[oprt': ntp"urrc oiChittu' He brings

withhimmywalm:stperson?1fl l'5,Tfrif}*;5;':'uhimtoderiver
,tT,},"T'TI tXffiffi ffi ;i;;ild io Y our Exc ell encv'

Mywifeandlfondlyremembertheprofoundlvinterestingvisitwe
madetochina#il;'.r"*f,::ffi *i*f [mHl[',lT.:*lH.
and the progress which *. Y:T: , *i fr bfritt.t. officials'

leaming provided UV **V stimulating discussront

My predecessor' fregfdgf Vigd-is FtPg:g^id6ttir' considered her visit

to china r" ,nnii" oi'uo.-rrisrrugti-orh.r last years in office' In recent years

both prime *# r"i; "rio 
.-rar?;";;F pt.atc essor s teingrimur

Hermannsson, f or.igrr *r"1r.r:i it]itil; AtA"** *a fti' pitdtttssor J6n

Batdvin '*"ru"irr":r, 
" 

*gt,t# tit rtJtlaS* of the Icelandic

Parliament ttu ;'ti;i*r*qit il#.il anq vre'muers of Parliament have

together witf, rrii.r, "f "* 
t*iir.tt *i ;*"i;;mm'nities visited vour

splendid country'

The relationship between Iceland and China'has thus been

sffengthen.u *J'l"J#; ;J ur. fr"p.t",rln between our peoptes glven

new dimensions'
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China is not only the most populgys :"*tty 
on Earth but also

protiir';;i"ii;aaersttip 
for mankind in the new century'

IcelandisadmittedlythehomeofoneofthesmallestnationsonEarth
but the rcelandic;;i;; er:"i;; o* tot g democratic ffadition' our role

in the uN, in N^jrd'*d key g*"p.* i"stiirtions as well as how we have

demonstrated *noughout tt i, ..r,ffiow a rerauvely poor nation of

farmers uoa nrnJ#.' could d.;id ffi;t ;trtt *ott advanced welfare

societies in the *"ri[*,r, eqyal #.;,ir" *a rr.ur,r't-.are for all and one of

the highest per capita income levels'

ItisthereforenotonlyingrdertoconsolidatethecooperaJronand
friendship u.*.1" rr.rr"a"*a d; that I have the honour to invite Your

ExcellencY to visit lceland'

Ialsobelievethatyourvisittolcelandcouldsendastrongsisnalto
the globar communiry onho* *iilrin the framew;#;;;;"r*e'-rnational

relations the largest nation on grrtil'*J*t of the smallest nations can

cooperate to**-d, a prosperorr.lna r.cure futu1;' Th"t your visit could

symboliz. noJin irr. r,.* ..t fr*ii;"*-qg" u"a t*utt' have their

role to pruy *b .* cooperate *d it,.tuct in creative harmony'

AboutathirdofthemembersoftheUnitedNationsarecomparatively
small nations. It is import*,," ,igt ur tr"i' i-p;;;t iot tttt evolution of

the new global framework in the 21st century'

I therefore sincerely hgne that Your lxc$lency 
can accept my

invitation to visit Iceland *d ;;;;; find a muiually convenient ilrne

for the visit'

IthasgivenmegreatpleasrrretoadvancelcelandicandChinese
cooperatio' i*irrg *y er.riOJily *a f have gi"t" pti"tioy to the growth of

our relationship'
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I was honoured to be the panin #i"visit by an Icelandic opera

sroup to China il;; where it performed the premiere of a new Icelandic
-oorru,the 

first f";;rgn modgrn 
"t.* 

to be premiergd in china' This summer

an exhibitio' or*oE * Icelandii;;i"*g;, lnglyding 
six paintings from the

presidential Residence, was op.rr.[-u;,h; Beijing uod Hottg Kong' I have

received detegation, oi Chirr.r. ofn.iuft *a trrsin-ess leaders and was

exfiemely pleased to have as my nit*"lt *:::Ambassador Sha Zukang

with whom I cooperated extensivery in international forums prior to taking

office as President'

The unitedNations have recognized tcelanf'? gontnbution in the

fields of fisheri; il;*rh."""i;;;; bv establishing two associated

institutions of ftrl UN i-itiu.rrlty i"lt;i*A in these fields respectively' The

utilization of the ocean resorrces ;;;;,h; *thirture ffade in fish products

to enhance the u"uir"uiliry of fir"i;?;J"cts and the technology of how to

use geothermal ;;.* ;; ro.rrg,iJtt ifr. m""aations for sustainable

economic growth in the 21st century are important matters for explorations

i; ;t gh tev-et Ic elandic -Chine s e discussions'

The evolution of change inNorthern Europe and the Arctic regions'

including the creation of three d;;"*1 ;1e*'"ii*s - the Baltic Council'

the Barents Region Council-aniiit et*J 9:Y:tt 
- in which Iceland

together with ,ffi;., N;rdt. states plays a pivotal role is among significant

new elements in international ttltt#t' L'pttiuffv since these new regional

organtzatr""* ;;r;4 4yr.t1ii"";err 
N"tth9l" Europe and the Arctic

into North-America, including ;;"a;";d the united States' It is important

to seek ua-.. irrJii.*, orrro* u.rt to utilize these new opporhrnities'

Theimportanceofnewhigh-tech8fnetic,medicalresearchinlceland
as the foundaiion on which rr.*"0*g' *A netv.treatmerlt procedures can be

discovered and the experi.ntt oilf'Jittf*ait health-care system for the

developmen' "'r 
."*piehensive ;; .ff.ttive health-care networks and

institutions in rural and urban-;; uo ut'o subjects which we' would like to

explore *itn vJrla v"* "rn.i.rr.ir..u[ 
*ith int.test my discussions last

year with r.piJrlil"iii,.r t"*irr. btin.r. Ministry of Health who had

;;;. to Iceiand for an exploratory visit'



TheseareafewexamplesofimportanlT:u'ofmutualinterestto
Iceland and Chin" *a;hi.ft .o"fA iqgtttttt with other issues be further

explored in our discussions'

We are very proud of our friendship an! gomprehensive cooperation

with china and uiri. rrignrv trt. i*pottance china has given to the

relationshiP with Iceland'

I believe that we can build on our harmonious relationship an ever-

deepening .oop.iuiion which.iJt.".fit both our nations and also be a

moief *d u signal for others'

IcongratulateyouontheoulstandingsuccessofyornPresidencyand
wish y;; arid tour ramity personal happiness'
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4 -$atw Ragnar Grimsson

President of lceland


