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Your Excellency

President Toomas Hendrik llves
and Madame Evelin llves
Honoured Guests

On a beautiful summer evening, with our surroundings bathed in
broad daylight, as they are also in your homeland, it is @yedor us in
Iceland to receive a visit from valued friends.

The recent past has in many ways been a difficult tomedr two
nations, testing our stamina and our willingness to leéam bitter
experience, yet at the same time offering us the oppaortimniay the
foundations for a successful future.

The friendship between our peoples is based on the solitd@aity
was expressed so powerfully some twenty years ago, wheni&svas
breaking the shackles of domination, of terror that hadzted
democracy and the freedom of speech and action. At that koeland
was unanimous in offering help, recognizing the right othinee Baltic
States to independence and participation in the global corymafni
nations.



Solidarity between small states, our position in the Berrope and
our contribution to progress all over the world haveesibeen the
guiding considerations in our discussions and mutual oekti

We have had to tackle challenges and complex probleths mwake
of the financial crisis, and it is therefore a sourtgreat pleasure that the
first visit by a foreign head of state to Iceland sifeewatershed of
autumn 2008 should be yours. A visit which gives us the opporttmnity
review our experiences, discuss what we have learreedxamange
words of counsel.

Earlier today you visited H6fdi House, where our friendsiéis
sealed by the declaration of August 1991, and gave anstiteyand
informative lecture in the House of Culture on Estonessition in
Europe and the world at large. Your message has givensgeptres to
keep in mind when we survey the path that lies ahead.

The Nordic countries and the Baltic States are foreumahaving
cultivated cooperation, forming a team of eight nations irtlidon
Europe that has collectively achieved significant res@tg solidarity
within various international organizations, suchtesWnited Nations, the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, has achiagréat
deal, and therefore there is every reason to develaplietf.

In the same way, membership of NATO — where Sweden and
Finland are in a different position — and of the EuropeantJniwith
Norway and Iceland still connected through the European Bacno
Area, though the Althingi has given approval to open negotiatarsll
membership — has brought this eight-nation team in the nantly mew
tasks and responsibilities which are easier to shouldek#hto the
friendship and mutual trust that has prevailed betweenhgsagreement
between the European Union, Russia, Iceland and Norway onratiope
in the north is also a sign of the changes afoot andgpertunities that
may lead to positive changes.

The challenge of climate change has now become thetadk
nations. Research indicates that it is taking placeermapidly here in the
northern regions than in most other parts of the world.HaAve also been
reminded recently that a release of the forces of natwee place can
temporarily bring air transport in far-away countries tdaadstill. All
this serves to illustrate that man is dependent on Natotdier master.

Tomorrow, we shall introduce you to the research blaizhc
scientists into the melting of glacial ice and how \meehtransformed the
energy economy of our country, largely replacing fossil fudtls clean
energy sources, a transformation which has been of stib$&dvantage



in dealing with our present economic situation; seagean illustration of
what can indeed be done.

You will also have the opportunity to learn about our responses to
the volcanic eruption in Eyjafjallajokull, the contributiorade by the
rescue teams formed by volunteers and about the predicafrtbet
farmers whose grassland has been spoiled by falls of volaahic

Through the centuries, the forces of nature have exanpedverful
influence on Icelandic history, on our culture, literatamel poetry. Joy at
the bounty of the summer light and fresh green woods hasafsiced
your people to use music and songs to keep the flame dbfreburning
in their hearts.

Not many people believed, when the independence movements i
the Baltic States challenged the might of a super-pawatjn two
decades it would be possible to consolidate the libertyosktbhree
nations and bring them as active participants into thetioreof a new
Europe.

This achievement is one of the political miracles afage; a proof
of how much the power of democracy can achieve.

It has been a pleasure and a privilege for us in Icd@edjoy the
friendship of Estonia during those historic times and to betalidleepen
our cooperation in SO many ways.

It is in this spirit of gratitude that we welcome yaerd tonight and |
ask you all to rise and drink a toast to our honoured guestid&ne
Toomas Hendrik Ilves and Madame Evelin llves, and to éméircued
friendship between our nations.



